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 What's New Newsletter?   
 e.logical Environmental Chemicals  

The One Book You Need to Start Your                   
Green Cleaning Program! 

The ISSA special edition of Green Cleaning For             
Dummies shows you how to implement a green cleaning 
program for your commercial or institutional cleaning 
operation. 

Green Cleaning For Dummies is a trustworthy source of 
unbiased information. It was written by experts with 
years of experience in the cleaning industry who are 
committed to helping companies "go green". 

The book explains the positive impact on human health 
and the environment that you will create by going green. It contains special         
coverage based on many different types of organizations including schools and 
universities, health care facilities, and office buildings. The book also guides you  
in choosing green cleaning products, with chapters covering chemicals, equipment, 
paper and other green cleaning tools and supplies. 

ISSA Green Cleaning For Dummies  

Myers Chemical & Supplies 
Get more product info at: www.MyersSupply.com 

Our "family" of e.logical environmental solutions are high performance products           
developed to meet the stringent GS-37 standards required for Green Seal  certifi-
cation. They also meet the criteria outlined by the Office of  Federal Environ-
mental Executive (OFEE)  in the Presidential Executive Order 13101 to 
"Promote Sustainable Environmental Stewardship" through the following Federal 
Government initiatives:  
                                                                                                                    

• Environment Management Systems  
• Green Purchasing 
• Waste Prevention / Recycling 
• Sustainable Buildings 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

e.logical solutions meet:     
                                                                                                        
• Criterion to qualify for credits under the US Green Building Council's Leader-

ship in Energy and Environmental Design, LEED and LEED-EB program 
• Federal Government General Services Administration (GSA) purchasing 

standards as Environmental Preferable Products 
• H2E Hospitals for a Healthy Environment  health & safety requirements 
• NGO Healthy Schools Program criteria for cleaners in schools 
• NISH and affiliated program's recommendations for cleaning chemicals  

OptiCore 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 

The new OptiCore™ tissue            
technology offers a two-part core          
for controlled use when combined 
with our new Revolution™ 3-Roll  

and Dubl-Serv® Side-by-Side 2-Roll 
dispensing systems.  This new             

technology ensures the maximum use 
of each tissue roll in the dispenser 

before advancing to the next 
roll.  This “controlled use” reduces 

product waste and cost.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This EcoSoft™ Green Seal® tissue 
when combined with the                     

coordinating Revolution™ and            
Dubl-Serv® dispensing systems,           
ensures maximum use of each roll           
in the dispenser thereby reducing 

waste and cost.  This quality tissue is 
100% recycled and exceeds EPA 

guidelines for post-consumer 
waste.  This embossed tissue is made 
with de-inking and bleaching proc-

esses free of chlorine and other harm-
ful chemicals as well as features envi-

ronmentally preferable packaging.   
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Green Seal Announces Revision of GS-37  

 
  
 
 
 

 

Facility managers constantly face the challenge   
of doing more and more with reduced staff and 
budget. As floor care typically represents a large 
percentage of a janitorial budget, it becomes       
a critical area for controlling costs for product and 
human resources. Technologies (such as Micro 
Molecular Technology from Discovery) are          
continually evolving to provide floor finishes that 
respond to high speed and UHS burnishing           
programs, offer superior resistance to re-soiling 
and reduce overall costs. 

Historically floor finishes have been affected by a 
condition known as "yellowing" (or discoloration of the film). Over the past 10 years, floor finish 
chemistry has produced formulations that are much better at resisting discoloration from age (due 
to oxidation of natural waxes) or photochemical reaction (sunlight or UV lighting). However,  
current traditional finishes can show discoloration over time due to soils becoming entrapped in 
the film. Even with scrubbing and re-coating, entrapped soil results in a dull, dark appearance of 
the floor, with the only remedy being to strip and re-finish floors. Thus, product and labor costs 
increase.  
 
A recently introduced "state-of-the-art" product, Discovery 
Revolution Extended Performance Floor Finish, will stay 
clean and bright for an extended period of time. When used 
with a comprehensive program of maintenance, including  
periodic scrub / recoat cycles, they can last for up to 18 - 36 
months between full strip cycles! The reason for this is the 
MMT™ Polymer technology; this technology uses micro-
molecular polymers that flow evenly onto the floor substrate 
and set-up with an extremely tough, soil resistant film. This 
results in significant product cost savings and, more  
importantly, labor savings for the facility.  
 
 
Other desired features and benefits from this new ultra-high solids floor                          
finish technology include: 

• Ease of application 
• Classified by Underwriter's Laboratories® for slip resistance 
• Rapid drying 
• Superior resistance to scratches and scuffing 
• Exceptional leveling with no re-coat attack 
• Dazzling "off-the-mop" gloss 
• Maximum gloss achievement with as few as three coats 
• Low odor formulation can be used in even sensitive 

environments such as hospitals or schools 

The New Floor Care Revolution   

Revolution Product Specifications  
 
Type………………………….Pure Acrylic 
Total Solids………….……....28%  
ph…………….……………....8.5 
Dry Time……..……………..25 Minutes 
Color………………….……..White 
Coverage…………………….2500 sq. ft./gal 
Film Appearance...………....Clear 
Powdering………….……….None 
UL Slip Resistant…………..Approved  
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ENTRANCE MATS 
AN INTEGRAL COMPONENT OF A GREEN BUILDING 

 
Soil is everywhere. It is a part of the earth we live on and managing it is a vital part of our everyday existence. The U.S. 
Green Building Council has developed a rating system for new and existing buildings to encourage building owners to earn 
credit for meeting certain housekeeping criteria. Strategies include the creation and maintenance of entrance systems and 
mats that prevent particles from entering the building. Recommendations include a minimum of 10-12 feet of quality mat-
ting products at entrances. At the heart of an entrance system is prevention of contaminants from entering a building. 85% 
of all soil enters a building on the feet of people entering the building. Of this, at least 80% is dry soil and the rest is oily. 
The dry soil can range from large particles to powder-like dust. Over the years, many products have been developed and 
sold to help keep soil at the door and out of the building. The key to the success of a mat’s performance is whether it will do 
what an entrance mat should do. 
 
 
HOW SHOULD AN ENTRANCE MAT PERFORM?  
 
In a Green Building an entrance mat is the first line of defense against          
contaminants and particles entering the building. As such, there are four 
things an entrance mat should do: 
 
1. Stop soil and water.  
 
85% of all soil enters a building on the feet of the building occupants. High 
performance mats are more effective at stopping soil from entering buildings. 
 
2. Store soil and water for removal at a convenient time. 
 
Storing means that a high performance mat contains soil in a place where it 
can be removed effectively and safely with minimum impact on the building. 
A building with minimized contaminants reduces the amount of cleaning 
chemicals required. This reduces airborne contaminants and volatile organic 
contaminants (VOCs) from cleaning chemicals, thereby improving a build-
ing’s Indoor Air Quality (IAQ). 
 
3. Minimize tracking of stored soil and water into the building.  
 
A mat with a permanent bi-level construction will store soil and water below 
shoe level to prevent it from being transferred into the building. This is  
perhaps the most important thing an entrance mat should do. Mats with a non-
re-enforced surface will crush flat and once soil is deposited on these mats, it 
can reattach to the shoe of another person and be tracked further into the 
building. 
 
4. Provide a safe surface for traffic.  
 
Entrance mats should contain contaminants within the structure ofthe mat and not allow them to seep onto the floor causing 
a potential slip/fall accident. Mats without a rubber reinforced permanent bi-level construction become saturated with water 
that can cause a loss of traction on the mat or the floor  
adjacent to it. 
 
 
DISPOSAL CONCERNS 
 
The most important part of the Green Building program is concern for the environment including the use of products  
that can help reduce the need for landfills. The key issue with mats is a mat’s performance life. High performance mats 
made with a permanent bi-level construction can have a performance life of many years. Mats without a rubber reinforced 
permanent bi-level construction have a 90 – 180 day performance life. To function effectively in a green building, 
these low-performance mats will need to be replaced more frequently causing a disposal issue. 
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USGBC Testifies Before the U.S. Congress about Green Building 
 
The U.S. Green Building Council (USGBC) testified before the U.S. Congress about the important role of green building 
in meeting the challenges of global climate change and energy dependence, and the ability of the LEED® Green Building 
Rating System to deliver immediate and measurable results in this area.  
  
Speaking before the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee, Peter Templeton, Vice President of Education and 
Research for USGBC, stressed the fact that buildings are an often overlooked solution to reducing energy consumption and 
greenhouse gas emissions. The building sector is the single largest source of carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions, accounting 
for 39 percent of such emissions in the U.S. 
  
Green buildings, however, such as those certified by the LEED rating system, use 20-50 percent energy and reduce CO2 
emissions by 40 percent as compared to conventional buildings. Green buildings also conserve water, improve human 
health, increase productivity, and cost less to maintain and operate, making them a highly cost-effective way to                    
immediately make dramatic reductions in greenhouse gas emissions. 
  
The hearing was scheduled by the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee to learn more about green building's 
"benefits to health, the environment, and the bottom line." Committee member Senator Frank Lautenburg (D-NJ) is            
sponsoring a bill that would make LEED Silver certification the minimum benchmark for all Federal buildings in order to 
reduce the Federal government's "carbon footprint." The U.S. General Services Administration (GSA) owns or leases more 
than 8,500 buildings, comprising 340 million square feet of office space. Currently, 12 federal agencies, including GSA, 
have made commitments to varying levels of LEED certification. In addition, 22 states and 75 local governments have also 
made commitments to use or encourage LEED. 
  
"Building green is a highly effective strategy for meeting the challenges ahead of us," said Templeton. "The technology to 
make substantial reductions in energy use and CO2 emissions in buildings already exists, which means that modest                   
investments in energy-saving and other climate-friendly technologies can yield buildings and communities that are signifi-
cantly more environmentally responsible, more profitable, and healthier places to live and work."  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Study Reveals that Green is Here to Stay 
 

The recently released Greening of Corporate America SmartMarket report reveals that corporate America's opinions on 
sustainability and green building are here to stay. According to reports from EarthTimes.org, not only are most U.S.           
corporate leaders interested in sustainability, but the majority of leaders are also examining proactive ways to make              
sustainability a consistent part of their companies' missions. 
 
"Eighteen percent of leaders surveyed are in the upper, or market transformational, stages, with 15% viewing sustainability 
as a competitive advantage and 3% actually driving their entire businesses through this value-driven lens. Over the next 
three years, more companies see themselves as entering this top tier, with nearly a third of the sample aiming to be market 
leaders in sustainability." 
 
Experts predict that corporate leaders are already very conscious of using green practices, and they expect green building 
to have an even greater impact in the future. In fact, the study revealed that almost 60 percent of top decision-makers have 
already found value in green initiatives and experts predict that number will grow to 88 percent within the next three years. 
 
Additional results from the study include: 
• Government and internal management are strong drivers of green initiatives 
• Sixty percent of CFOs acknowledge the market differentiation that sustainability and green practices provide 
• Sixty-three percent of CEOs recognize the financial benefits of green building 
• Fifty-seven percent of those surveyed think green fosters innovation within their companies  
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Proving The Value And Effectiveness Of Green 
Despite the increasing importance of green practices in the cleaning industry, there is still some doubt among sellers and 
buyers as to whether going green is worth the effort. A recent survey of readers of “DestinationGreen,” The Ashkin Group’s 
monthly e-newsletter, indicated that decision-maker skepticism and concerns about performance and quality, among other 
factors, continue to limit sales of green cleaning products and services. How can proponents convince those who continue to 
question the effectiveness and value of green cleaning? What proof can we cite? Here are some examples to help sway the 
skeptics: 
 
Support is growing: The cleaning industry has strongly endorsed green cleaning. For instance, ISSA has recently                   
published a special edition of “Green Cleaning for Dummies” and has hosted a regulatory forum in Washington, D.C.,           
specifically on green cleaning. In addition, The Building Services Contractors Association International (BSCAI), hosted 
several educational sessions on green cleaning at their recent annual convention. 

Performance is comparable: Green products weren’t always as good as they are now, but to meet industry standards           
today, green products must be at least as effective as traditional products. For example, the Green Seal 37 Standard for          
Institutional and Industrial Cleaners includes stringent requirements for product performance. 

1. Availability is up, prices are down: Selecting green products used to be like looking for a needle in a haystack and 
required a master’s degree in chemistry to understand. Today, there are more than a hundred companies offering products 
that are certified green by a third-party organization. As a result, most janitorial product distributors are able to offer a wide 
variety of competitively -priced green cleaning products, and at prices lower than in years past. 

2. Documentation exists on health and productivity:  There is significant empirical evidence that links building              
occupants’ improved health and productivity with green cleaning. A review of published research on the subject, performed 
by the Carnegie Mellon University Center for Building Performance in 2005, identified 17 separate studies documenting a 
reduction in reported symptoms of asthma, flu, sick building syndrome, respiratory problems and headaches that ranged 
from 13.5 to 87 percent — an average improvement of 41 percent. 

There are measurable savings to the environment: Four and a half billion pounds of janitorial paper products, most of 
which is made from virgin tree fiber, requires the cutting of approximately 30 million trees. By just using toilet paper with 
recycled content, we can save between 12.5 and 25 million trees a year. Also, commercial and institutional buildings use 
more than 6 billion pounds of cleaning chemical, most of which are made from valuable, but nonrenewable natural                 
resources. These can easily be replaced with products that reduce our impact on health and the environment. 
 
By Stephen Ashkin  
 

IL Second State to Require Green Cleaning in Schools  
    

School children, teachers, and staff in Illinois should soon breathe a little easier, knowing they are in a safer indoor                
environment. With a 52-5 vote in the state Senate today, Illinois became only the second state to enact legislation requiring 
green cleaning in schools, according to a press release from The Healthy Schools Campaign.                                                                

The act will require all elementary and secondary schools in Illinois to purchase environmentally sensitive cleaning              
supplies, which now are cost-comparable and equally effective to conventional cleaning products, reducing children’s            
exposure to irritants and toxic chemicals, and protecting the health of custodial staff who work closely with the supplies,        
the release said.  

"I’ve seen the negative health effects of traditional cleaning chemicals first-hand, and I can tell you there's a better way," 
said Bill Thompson, director of facilities at Lockport Township High School. Thompson began implementing a green        
cleaning program three years ago and now sees benefits in student attendance as well as cost savings for his school. "Green 
cleaning is the right thing to do, not only for children but for the custodial staff who work with the chemicals." 

The bill authorizes the Green Government Coordinating Council to determine specific standards for green products within 
six months. Schools will develop plans for meeting the standards within three months of the standards' development, but 
may continue using their current stock of cleaning supplies until it is depleted, the Healthy Schools press release stated. 
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Top 10 Ways for Commercial Buildings to Save Energy 
 

The Building Owners and Managers Association (BOMA) International today released its top 10 ways for building owners 
and managers to reduce energy consumption. The no or low-cost strategies that made the list are part of the nationally rec-
ognized BOMA Energy Efficiency Program (BEEP) that offers commercial real estate professionals strategies to reduce 
energy consumption by as much as 30 percent. 

“The built environment accounts for 48 percent of greenhouse gas emissions in this country,” said BOMA International 
Chairman and Chief Elected Officer Kurt R. Padavano, RPA, CPM, FMA, SMA, and Chief Operating Officer of Advance 
Realty Group of Bedminster, NJ. “The good news is that there are many low and even no-cost strategies that are proven to 
save energy, reduce emissions, and they are easy to implement and have the added benefit of often reducing building opera-
tion costs.” 

BOMA Top 10 Energy Efficient Strategies  

1. Check that Equipment Is Functioning as Designed 

2. Consider Your Cleaning Options 

Team Cleaning—Janitors go through the building as a team floor by floor, and the lighting is turned on/off as they progress 
through the building. 

Occupancy Sensors—Install motion sensors that will turn lights on when janitors are cleaning and automatically turn them 
off when the floor is vacant. 

Coordinate—Have janitors coordinate with the security crew to walk through the building and turn off equipment that was 
inadvertently left on by tenants. 

Day Cleaning—Why not have the janitors clean during the day while the lights are already on? 

3. Encourage Tenants to Turn Off Equipment 

4. Use High Efficiency LED Exit Signs 

5. Institute an Energy Awareness Program 

6. Install Monitor Power Management Software 

7. Change Incandescents to CFL and HID 

8. Harvest Daylight 

9. Evaluate After Hours Usage 

10. Adjust Ventilation  

For additional resources on sustainable practices for commercial real estate professionals, visit The G.R.E.E.N.  
(The Green Resource Energy and Environment Network) at www.boma.org/AboutBOMA/TheGREEN. 


