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 What's New Newsletter?   
Antimicrobial Door Opener  

 
SaniGrasp antimicrobial door pull for use on public restroom 
doors, effectively eliminating the need for restroom users to 
touch dirty door knobs after hand washing. 

Today, we have touch-free electronic faucets, soap dispensers 
and towel dispensers in public restrooms, but no one has ad-
dressed the issue of the final barrier to exiting  the door hard-
ware. That is, until now. 

SaniGrasp is a patented stainless steel door pull that permits the use of the forearm 
instead of hands to open the door, thus minimizing the chance for cross-
contamination of potentially harmful bacteria. To further 
inhibit the growth of microorganisms, SaniGrasp has been 
treated with SANIGUARD, an inorganic, silver-ion antim-
icrobial treatment. 

SaniGrasp can withstand everyday abuse and its hole pat-
tern is designed to retrofit to most existing door pull plates 
on the market today. The SaniGrasp also features engraved 
door opening instructions on the back plate to insure 
proper use and comes complete with mounting hardware. 

SaniGrasp is compliant with both the Americans with Dis-
abilities Act (ADA) of 1990 and the Architectural Barriers 
Act (ABA) of 1968. 

 
 
 

 

Scepter Wet Mop  

Scepter wet mops are made with  
a synthetic blend antimicrobial  

fiber. The Scepter Wet Mop  
has a 50% reduction in  

drying time compared to  
cotton blended mops  

along with increased resistance  
to chemicals.  

 
The Scepter wet mops is made  
with 76% Total Post Consumer  

Content including 30% from 
PET plastics used in  

manufacturing process.  
 

Our mops contain the highest  
percentage of recycled 

content of any mop manufacturer  
in the business. 

 
 

 
 
 

Our NEW Waterhog™ Eco Line is made                                                                                                                               
from 100% recycled PET post-consumer 
recycled fiber reclaimed from drink bot-
tles and 15% post-consumer recycled 
tires. 

• Gain valuable LEED Certification 
Points 

• Certified Slip Resistant by the Na-
tional Floor  Safety Institute 

• Available in Eight Designer Colors 

• Heavy Durable Commercial Face 
Fabric 

 

Myers Chemical & Supplies 
Get more product info at: www.MyersSupply.com 



 
 
 
 
 

 

Page 2 

 
  
 
 
 

 

MyersSupply.com 

This patent-pending design provides a technology that collects dust better than lambswool 
and is far superior to the electrostatic polywool dusters.  

The compressed soft fibers are attached to a wire core head, making it bendable so the duster 
can reach into extremely tight spots. The extension version allows use at any height necessary 
because it fits any standard-threaded extension handle. 

Imagine a microscopic plastic wire that cuts through and 
breaks apart dust, dirt, grime and moisture, and  then picks it 
up like a magnet without scratching the surface. This is what 
microfiber does when cleaning. MicroWool is a revolution-
ary thread, comprised of wedge-shaped polyester filaments 
and a core of nylon. Made of both oil-attracting and water-
attracting polymers, the fibers are woven into masses of tiny "hooks  & loops." The sharp 
edges of these millions of "hooks & loops" cut through dried-in stains, attracting and 
absorbing dirt and micro particles. The microfibers are actually positively charged in-
creasing the attraction  of dirt which carries a negative charge and each strand of microfi-
ber is hundreds of times smaller than a  human hair and ten times finer than silk. 

Microfiber Cloths 

So how does it work? Is microfiber presoaked in some kind of chemical? 
No, microfiber cloth is not treated with any chemicals. The fiber's wedge shaped filaments follow surfaces, lift up dirt, 
trap particles inside the fiber, and eliminate the need for harmful cleansers. The capillary effect between the filaments and 

nylon core creates a high absorbency, which in turn enables the cloth to clean 
and polish at the same time. Only water is needed as a detergent to clean any 
type of surface. 

Cleaning with microfiber products is fast, easy and environmentally friendly. 
With microfiber products you rarely need to use chemicals. It is sometimes de-
scribed as having a magnetic attraction to dirt and dust. Our microfiber products 
are extremely soft, they never scratch any surface, but at the same time they are 
sturdy and tough on dirt. The secret behind microfiber technology is the blend 
of microscopic polyester and polyamide fibers which are split in such a way as 
to create microscopic "hooks" which act as claws that scrape up and hold dust, 
dirt, and grime. Our microfiber products can also absorb up to 7 times their 
weight in water. This absorbent property is the reason the Microfiber will never 
leave streaks or water spots on any surface even when used wet. The gentle 
scrubbing properties of the ultra-fine Microfibers allow you to buff out old wa-

ter spots safely, even on plastic windshields and tinted window film. Polish your entire car with this remarkable cleaning 
cloth. Easily reach into all those hard to reach nooks and crannies on either interior or exterior surfaces with this versatile 
towel. 

No other cleaning cloth can compare to microfiber! Not only is this state-of-the-art product 
100% hypo-allergenic, it is environmentally sound. A study released by the Environmental 
Protection Agency of the United States, concluded that quality Microfibers, such as those 
used in our mops and cloths are less work intensive, more cost effective, environmentally 
safe, reduce chemical use and disposal, and clean far more effectively than conventional 
cleaners. 
 
 Microfiber is safe to use on all automobile surfaces, computer screens, television screens, 
delicate camera lenses, glass top stoves, vinyl, silver plate, tile, brass chrome and more. The 
best part about microfiber is that it is reusable. Machine wash our microfiber products hun-
dreds of times without compromising its ability to clean. 

The MicroWool Fluffy Dusters Are Back!  
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Green Clean Schools Free Webinar Series 

American School & University, the Green Clean Network, and Healthy Schools Campaign are pleased to announce a     
summer series of free green cleaning webinars that will help your school begin a green cleaning program or take your green 
cleaning to the next level. 

All webinars include expert insight and practical advice from a highly-regarded panel of green cleaning leaders including 
Steve Ashkin of the Ashkin Group LLC, Healthy Schools Campaign Deputy Director Mark Bishop, and award-winning 
facilities managers from schools recognized in the first annual Green Cleaning in Schools awards. 

Green Cleaning: Beyond Cleaning Chemicals      July 22, 2008 2:00 p.m. EST 
Using green cleaning products is just one step in the development of a comprehensive green cleaning program. This pro-
gram will help you take your cleaning program to the next level by following the other four simple steps in The Quick and 
Easy Guide to Green Cleaning in Schools. Attendees will learn about: 

• Introducing green equipment into the cleaning program 

• Adopting green procedures at school 
• Using green paper and plastic products 

• Sharing the responsibility and creating lasting change 
 
Green Cleaning and Infection Control       August 7, 2008 2:00 p.m. EST 
The importance of a good cleaning program has never been more apparent, with recent outbreaks of infectious diseases at 
schools drawing increased attention to the issue. Attendees will learn how green cleaning and a good hand washing program 
can: 

• Prevent the spread of diseases 

• Protect the health of the custodial workers and building occupants 

• Protect the environment 
 
Register today, as space is limited for this free event!        www.greencleanschools.org/webinar 

LEED-EB Adopts APPA Cleaning Standard 
 

The U.S. Green Building Council (USGBC) recently revised its Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design for            
Existing Buildings (LEED-EB) standard to make green cleaning a prerequisite. Now all buildings seeking LEED-EB                
certification must have a green cleaning policy. 
 
The USGBC recently added credits for those institutions conducting an audit of their facilities using APPA's Custodial 
Staffing Guidelines for Educational Facilities, recognizing buildings that have superior cleaning programs. Institutions can 
earn up to two LEED points for using APPA's guidelines as part of the Quality Cleaning section of LEED's Operations and 
Maintenance guide to determine the appearance level of the facility. 
 
The intent of the assessment, according to the LEED guide is, "to reduce the exposure 
of building occupants and maintenance personnel to potentially hazardous chemical, 
biological, and particulate contaminants — which adversely affect air quality, human 
health, building finishes, building systems, and the environment — by implementing, 
managing, and auditing cleaning procedures and processes." 
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Improving Indoor Air Quality 

By: Stephen Ashkin 
 

Although Indoor Air Quality issues are now frequently discussed, concerns about the effects of poor IAQ is a 30-year-old 
issue. Soaring energy costs from the oil crisis in the 1970's forced construction of new office buildings, medical facilities, 
schools, universities and other building types to use techniques to reduce energy consumption. The goal: make them en-
ergy-efficient and less vulnerable to fluctuating energy markets.  
 
A major cost containment strategy was to reduce the amount of outside air entering the facility, which would reduce the 
need and costs of inside temperature and humidity control. But this reduction in the quantity of fresh air resulted in the 
concentration of several undesirable substances, including volatile organic compounds (VOCs), which can affect health, 
occupant performance, the environment and the building itself. 
 
Conversely, studies indicate that when IAQ is improved in the educational setting there can be several positive results. For 
instance, one study conducted at Frank Porter Graham Child Development Center on the campus of the University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill, N.C. for the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) found healthier IAQ and indoor 
environ-mental quality resulted in: Airborne dust was lowered by 52 per-cent; VOCs were reduced by nearly 50 percent; 
Bacteria de-creased by 40 percent; and fungi decreased by 61 percent. 
 
To address the IAQ problem and improve the indoor environment, architects, contractors and engineers have retrofitted 
many older buildings and now design new ones that allow more fresh air to enter the facilities without compromising en-
ergy efficiency. They also use construction materials, carpets, furniture, adhesives, paints and other products, which have 
been developed with lower VOCs and have a less negative impact. 
 
Cleaning and cleaning systems too have been changed to help improve IAQ, including taking such steps as preventing 
contaminants from entering a facility, transitioning to Green Cleaning and the use of environmentally-preferable cleaning 
products. 
 
STOPPED AT THE DOOR 
 
Industry studies indicate that over a 20-day period, up to 24 pounds of dirt can be "walked" in to a facility by just 1,000 
people. And, research shows that 90 percent of all dust and dirt entering a facility walks in through the front door. These 
soils can become airborne, marring IAQ and the use of inefficient cleaning tools and products can exasperate the problem. 
 
To help trap dirt at the front door, more efficient matting systems are mandatory. Studies indicate that soils accumulate 
most frequently within the first 10 to 20 feet of a door. This means that at least 15 to 20 feet of highly-efficient matting 
should be placed inside and immediately outside entries. 
 
Additionally, because their efficiency depends on a variety of conditions, such as foot traffic and weather conditions, these 
mats should be checked throughout the day and, on a set schedule or as they become soiled, they must be cleaned, vac-
uumed, and replaced. 
 
We now know that cleaning products, tools and equipment can harm as well as help improve IAQ. The use of Green 
Cleaning products are safer, healthier for building occupants and have less negative impact on the indoor and outdoor envi-
ronment compared to traditional products. However, we must also realize that Green Cleaning and improving IAQ have 
several components, besides the mere use of "Greener" products, and to be consistent and effective, all of these compo-
nents must be put into place. 
 
According to Greg Norris, PhD with the Harvard School of Public Health," a single stripping and waxing of a floor can 
equal or exceed the amount of VOCs emitted during the entire life of the flooring itself. "And, when we consider that we 
may be stripping and recoating these floors -even the new Green flooring materials - one to three or more times per year, 
the opportunity to reduce total VOCs by focusing on the maintenance side of the equation is substantial. 
 
Similarly, the benefits of using Green Cleaning chemicals can be lost if the other tools used for cleaning, such as vacuum 
cleaners, carpet extractors and floor machines, are not also Green. Fortunately, many major manufacturers in the Jan/San 
industry have jumped on the "Green bandwagon," producing environmentally - preferable products, including many that 
are certified bysuch organizations as The Environmental Choice Program, Green Seal ® , GreenGuard Institute, Scientific 
Certification Systems (SCS) and the Carpet and Rug Institute (CRl). 
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IN YOUR ARSENAL 
 
Approved vacuum cleaners bear the CRI Green Label, for example, and are certified to have high-filtration systems that 
better trap contaminants to prevent them from being released into the air. For hard surface floor machines, although no cer-
tification program has been established, Greener machines are available that use vacuum systems to trap the dust generated 
when polishing floors, dust that would otherwise become airborne. Microfiber products are now available that can signifi-
cantly reduce the use of chemicals and the associated VOCs, as well as do a superior job removing particles. 
 
A final component improving IAQ that cannot be overlooked is training. Training cleaning professionals how to use environ
-mentally -preferable products has two important benefits: effective use of the products and it also helps workers realize the 
important role they play in keeping building occupants healthy. This understanding often results in more thoroughly-cleaned 
facilities that are not only healthier, but have an improved appearance as well. 
 
A 25+ year veteran of the cleaning industry, Steve Ashkin is the author of Green Cleaning for Dummies and a tireless advo-
cate for environmentally preferable cleaning products. Often referred to as the “father of green cleaning," you can get more 
information at www.ashkingroup.com. 
 

New T-Cell Pure Kits 
 
Technical Concepts introduces a Try & Buy starter kit for T-Cell Pure Natural Odor Eliminator!  
Pure is a proven odor  neutralizer. The Pure formula is also available in a pump refill format. It does not have any fragrance 
added. It neutralizes malodors, performing complete odor removal from the air. Pure is nontoxic, non-hazardous, biodegrad-
able and contains no harmful VOCs. It is safe for both workers and the environment. Pure is made from a proprietary blend 
of soya, purified  water and natural extracts of lime, pine needle, aniseed, clove and cedarwood and is Made in the U.S.A!  
 
TCell Pure is the perfect alternative for people who are fragrance adverse or do not want to smell 
anything at all. 
 
How Does it Work? 
 
The Pure active ingredients are forced out into the air and collide with odorous molecules. The Pure 
molecules absorb and neutralize the odorous molecules Pure can remove bathroom malodors, sharp 
ammonia odors, food odors, smoke odors, pet odors and many more odorous compounds. 
 
 

 

Wausau Paper's Authentically Green Program 
With so many manufacturers intentionally misleading customers about the environmental benefits of their products, custom-
ers are overwhelmed and confused about how to choose a green towel and tissue product. 

Buyers now have to be aware of "greenwashing." As the industry leader in Green Seal-certified towel and tissue products, 
Wausau Papers wants to ensure that our customers are educated about the authentic environmental benefits of green paper 
products. Authentically Green™ products embrace Green Seal™ standards, the most stringent and comprehensive standards 
in the industry. The certification guarantees buyers that products bearing the Green Seal™ are manufactured to strict envi-
ronmental standards. Janitorial paper products certified by Green Seal™ are not only made with 100% recycled fiber, but 
are manufactured and processed in a way that uses less water, energy, produces less air pollutants, and diverts the most 
waste from our landfills. 

To help our customers learn more about green paper products, we have published the following educational resource 
guides: Green. Are you sure that's what you're getting? and Following the Green Paper Trail. Wausau Paper's Authenti-
cally Green™ offering includes 45 Green Seal™-certified products in Dubl-Nature®, EcoSoft™ Green Seal™, and Opti-
Source™ brands. 

Wausau Paper maintains an unmatched commitment to producing the highest quality, most environmentally preferable 
towel and tissue products. This is what makes our products different from the competition. 
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ISSA & CIRI Announce Cleaning Standard Partnership Efforts 
 

ISSA and the Cleaning Industry Research Institute (CIRI) announced that they have agreed to enter a long-term partnership 
for the cooperative development of science-based cleaning standards that would develop industry data, training, measure-
ment, and certification programs. The first initiative this joint partnership will undertake is to fund a series of independent 
research initiatives leading to the development of a Clean Standard for K-12 schools. The partnership supports one of the 
ISSA strategic initiatives as set forth by the ISSA Board of Directors: to identify the link be-
tween cleaning, science, and occupant health.  
 
“CIRI functions to make the connection between science and cleaning,” said CIRI Chairman 
Jim Harris. “The CIRI Symposium will feature research scientists from around the world          
reporting on specific issues, such as hospital- or community-acquired infectious disease and 
control, including MRSA, and cleaning-science research in special environments.”  
 
ISSA Executive Director John Garfinkel said, “The ISSA project is to make the connection 
between science and cleaning for health. We are very pleased to fund such a worthwhile independent effort to identify and 
develop standards for cleanliness, utilizing a group of highly credentialed scientists and researchers. The CIRI Clean          
Standard Science Committee managing this much-needed research will be free from any outside influences or biases,            
including any from ISSA, CIRI, or the staff, board, or members of either organization.  
 
“Many other facility-services industries have long been based in engineering and science while our industry has largely had 
to prove its public-health value based on assumptions and perceptions. Today, we want to remove any doubt about the bene-
fits cleaning brings to facilities and their occupants, and we hope this initiative will bring the independent scientific verifica-
tion many facility managers have been requesting.” 
 
Following a significant period of laboratory and field testing, ISSA will lead the process of creating standards and certifica -
tion based on the scientific findings, involving key stakeholders in the cleaning, facilities management, and education indus-
tries.  
 
“Each organization will do what it does best during this project,” said Harris. “CIRI will conduct research on measurement 
methods and current conditions in K-12 schools. ISSA will use the results as a basis for devel-
oping standards regarding what defines ‘clean’ in these very important and sensitive environ-
ments.” 
 
Dr. Steven Spivak, CIRI science chair and professor emeritus at the University of Maryland, is 
also looking forward to the new partnership: “We are pleased that the K-12 Clean Standard 
will be the launching point for this long-term partnership in cleaning science and related certi-
fication programs. ISSA is at the forefront of professional development and elevation of the cleaning industry. This partner-
ship will lead to the definition of what is clean under real-world conditions, in specific school environments as well as how 
it is measured and how it is achieved.” 
 
The goal of the project is that individuals and organizations can then be certified with respect to their knowledge and use          
of methods that lead to measurable improvements in school cleanliness and hygiene, a topic of great concern to a large per-
centage of the public, especially those with children in K-12 environments or those who work within them.  
 
The research will be conducted by CIRI through a Cleaning Standards Science Committee (CSSC), which will be estab-
lished specifically for this project. The committee will be organized by Spivak along with Dr. Gene Cole of Brigham Young 
University, who was instrumental in developing the overall research plan the partners have agreed to pursue. 
 
The CSSC will regularly report the project’s progress to a Joint Task Force to be composed of ISSA and CIRI representa-
tives and stakeholders from the K-12 sector.  
 
The first update regarding this project is expected to be released at ISSA/INTERCLEAN® North America 2008, September 
8-11, in Las Vegas, NV. 


