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 What's New Newsletter?   
Blue Fusion Microfiber Dust Mops 

 
Golden Star, the proven industry leader in 
dust control technology and innovation, 
has introduced a new and improved            
microfiber dust mop to the market. The Blue Fusion™ dust mop features all the 
best qualities of microfiber yarn combined with other advantages offered by              
traditional dust mops. The Blue Fusion™ dust mop features more than 50 times 
the amount of filament found in traditional mops, which help keep floors cleaner 
and enhances the overall performance of each dust mop. Engineered to aggres-
sively collect dust, the Blue Fusion™ filament fibers and looped ends allow for 
the pick-up of very small or micro particles that ordinary mops will leave behind.  
 

The Blue Fusion™ dust mop is a step up from other 
microfiber mops because it  is made with a looped  
end bottom and fringe yarn along with a sewn           
construction and increased durability for over 200 
washings. In addition, the Blue Fusion™ microfiber 
dust mop offers the benefits of chemical and process-
ing savings, as well as advantages to our environment, 
because these mops do not require treatment and the 
drying time is up to 50% less than other standard              
cotton blend mops.  Blue Fusion™ filament fibers 
make linting a thing of the past and unlike other mi-
crofiber mops, the Blue Fusion™ dust mops are made 
to fit traditional clip -on style dust mop frames and 
handles and do not require the purchase of a separate 
microfiber handle/frame unit.  

TireTuff Mat Collection  
 

TireTuff. The name says it all. Rugged, durable floor 
mats that help keep tires out of the landfills. TireTuff 
is the first commercial floor mat to utilize a 100% 
recycled rubber from used car & truck tires that are 
made from the highest quality, purest compounds that 
yield a flexible, high quality backing.  
 
The latest in commercial mat technology, the TireTuff is a heavyweight matting 
designed for busy traffic areas, inside or outside. The molded recycled rubber back-

ing provides heft and durability while the crush-
resistant carpet surface effectively removes debris and 
moisture. Dual fiber needle punch carpet dries quickly 
and resists staining and fading. Bi-level surface 
scrapes debris from passing shoes. Attractive double 
border design traps debris and moisture in the mat and 
off the floor. Heavyweight recycled rubber backing 
minimizes movement on carpet and hard floor  
surfaces.  
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Flexamatic 12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The newest generation of vacuums 
from Windsor, Flexamatic provides 

maximum power with superior  
maneuverability. 

 
At only 15 lbs., Flexamatic is up to 
five pounds lighter than comparable 

dual motor uprights. This much power 
has never been so simple to control.  

 
Patented filtration system – large  
surface area, high efficiency to 

0.3 microns. 
 

Flexamatic articulating head 
provides multi-directional  
movement for maximum  

cleaning efficiency. 
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Sellars is proud to introduce the Eversoak™ Brand made with our patent 
pending Q-CEL™ technology. This patent pending Q-CEL™ technology 
utilizes recycled fibers to create superior absorbency, higher quality, and a 
more cost effective alternative than oil based polypropylene sorbents. 

Our Eversoak™ Brand Basic line of absorbent pads and rolls is designed to 
offer less bulk than both our Preferred and Standard line but offer the most 
economical way to meet your spill control needs. One of our 15” x 19”  
Basic pads is more absorbent than one of the leading competitor’s 15” x 
19” heavy weight pads when absorbing 30W motor oil. Unlike our com-
petitors, we have the independent lab test results to prove it! In addition, our Eversoak™ Brand Basic 
line of sorbents has been certified as a Class A fire retardant. 

 
Eversoak Brand Socks 

 
The new EverSoak™ Brand socks are designed to meet the absorbency that you expect. 
Sellars is making sock products that help yesterday’s problems with today’s answers. Our 
EverSoak™ Brand socks provide great moldability in the workplace, ensuring the perfect 
fit for each job. Each EverSoak™ Brand sock is packed with our recycled fibers to help 
save our environment and yet is still a fast-acting sorbent. Definitely one of our best 
products yet! 
 
 

Say No To Polypro 
So why say NO to polypro? The main reason you should say no to polypropylene sorbents is not because it doesn’t work 
but because it is becoming an outdated technology with a finite raw material supply- oil. Oil is a major raw material used 
in producing polypropylene. 

Not only are polypropylene sorbents made with a non-renewable resource, they also require a lot of energy to produce. 
Meltblown is made from melted polypropylene pellets that are extruded through a die tip. Polypropylene has a very high 
melting point of 320°F. The higher the temperature, the more energy is required. Meltblown sorbents are some of the 
most environmentally UN-friendly spill control products in the market today. 

Polypropylene is also expensive. The price of oil has a direct impact on the price of polypropylene which is a major raw 
material of meltblown sorbents. Everyone who is using polypropylene sorbents has seen multiple and significant price 
increases in the last couple of years. This trend seems destined to continue, especially as the global supply of oil contin-
ues to decrease as demand continues to increase. 

Is there an alternative to polypropylene that actually works? YES! The alternative is Eversoak™ 
Brand sorbents made with patent pending Q-CEL™ technology. This patent pending Q-CEL™ tech-
nology utilizes recycled cellulose fibers to create superior absorbency, higher quality, and a more cost 
effective alternative than oil based meltblown sorbents. 

Eversoak Brand Spill Kit 
 

The new Eversoak Brand Spill Kit in a Bucket is designed to handle many small to           
medium spills. Our new Eversoak sorbents are packed inside our patented bucket to keep 
the contents inside safe from liquids. Our patented bucket also has a convenient Big 
Grip® handle allowing for easier handling compared to conventional bags.  

Contents  include: 6 Eversoak Basic pads, 2 Eversoak socks, 1 hazardous waste dis-
posal bag with plastic tie, and 1 pair of industrial gloves. 

Eversoak Brand Basic Pads & Rolls 
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ISSA Urges EPA to Allow EcoLabels on Disinfectants  
ISSA called upon the U.S. EPA Office of Pesticide Programs to approve a proposed policy that 
would allow suppliers to rely on third party certification or recognition programs in the promo-
tion of disinfectants and sanitizers with a preferred environmental and safety and health profile. 

EPA opened the door to this possibility when it published for public comment its Draft Guidance for Pesticide Registrants 
on Label Statements Regarding Third Party Endorsements. EPA’s current policy precludes registrants from communicating, 
in any fashion, that their product is certified or recognized by a third party as environmentally preferable. 

“The irony is that EPA’s current policy is at odds with marketplace conditions where demand for environmentally prefer-
able products is at an all time high,” stated ISSA Director of Legislative Affairs Bill Balek. “If EPA were to recognize third 
party certification or recognition programs such as those offered by Green Seal or Design for the Environment it would  
provide institutional or household purchasers with an easy, credible way to select environmentally preferable disinfectants 
and sanitizers with a reasonable level of assurance,” remarked Balek. 

At the present, EPA’s policy has created confusion in the marketplace. Growing numbers of institutional and household 
consumers are demanding objective guidance on the environmental attributes for all cleaning products they purchase               
including disinfectants and sanitizers. Stated simply, customers do not understand why they cannot obtain the same type       
of information on antimicrobial products as they do with other cleaning products. 

Therefore, in the formal comments submitted to the Agency, ISSA called upon EPA to adopt a policy that 
would allow suppliers of antimicrobial products to rely on credible, widely accepted programs such as Design 
for the Environment, Green Seal, and Environmental Choice in promoting disinfectants and sanitizers with a 
preferred environmental and safety and health profile. 

Survey: Matting System Benefits 
A recently released survey finds that most facility managers are well versed on the benefits of matting systems.  The survey 
was conducted for Crown Mats and Matting during early February 2008.  Nearly 120 people participated. 
 
More than 95 percent of the respondents indicated they have mats installed at key building entries, and nearly 82 percent 
own, rather than rent, their mats.  "Typically, mats purchased by a facility are of higher quality and more effective than 
rented mats," says Christopher R. Tricozzi, vice president of sales and marketing for Crown Mats.  "This tells us that these 
facility managers know how valuable a high-performance matting system can be to the health of a facility." Further, another 
survey question revealed that two-thirds know a high-performance matting system usually has a longer warrantee and is 
more effective at capturing and trapping soil. 
 
Among other findings: 
• 91 percent know high-performance matting systems play a key role in Green cleaning. 
• 70 percent understand that a "scraper mat" is placed outdoors to aggressively remove soils from shoes. 
• Similarly, 72 percent know a "wiper mat" is placed inside a facility to remove remaining soils, contaminants, and moisture 
from shoes. 
 
Safety and Stopping Soil  
One survey question asked how many people are hospitalized each day in the United States as a result of slips and 
falls.  "Most of the respondents said it was 1,000 per day," says Tricozzi.  "However, the correct answer is closer to 10,000, 
and many of these [accidents] could be prevented if an effective matting system was in place." 
 
As to stopping soil, the respondents were evenly divided when asked how much money it costs to remove one pound of soil 
from a building.  Half answered $250 to $500, while others thought it was $750.  The correct answer, according to ISSA 
studies, is around $500. 
 
The respondents were also asked what the term "Rule of 15s" means, as it applies to matting systems.  A third said it means 
mats should be 15 feet long. However, the Rule of 15s actually means three mats-a scraper, a wiper/scraper, and a wiper-
each five feet long, should be placed at all building entries. This was correctly answered by about 50 percent of the respon-
dents.  "Overall, we were impressed with the answers to the survey," Tricozzi says. "It is probably because of Green clean-
ing that so many people now know how valuable high-performance matting systems are to occupant health." 
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Manufacturers Answer Green Demands 
 

According to the Chemical & Engineering News, the American public has an increasing interest in green cleaning  
solutions and manufacturers are answering their demands for environmentally friendly products. 
 
"Thata consumer product giants would venture into the market for so-called green cleaning products says a lot about how 
much the home care industry has changed in the past two years. Once solely the province of fringe players, green or sus-
tainable cleaners are attracting the interest of big corporations in America and elsewhere. In such products, companies see 
both a growing market and a way to burnish their environmental credentials. 
 
"This new interest is proving to be a wake-up call to chemical companies that supply the cleaning products industry.  
Simply providing ingredients that are safe and effective-long the chemical industry's primary goal-may not be enough  
anymore to satisfy customers who want to market their products as green." 
 
A few ways in which cleaning product makers are trying to respond to the clamor for environmentally friendly 
products include: 
 
• Using natural or naturally derived ingredients 

• Reducing packaging and avoiding certain ingredients 

• Developing products that generate less carbon dioxide during manufacturing and use 
 

Sustainability Rating System Targets Higher Education 
 

The Association for the Advancement of Sustainability in Higher Education (AASHE) has launched a pilot rating system 
for sustainability in higher education. More than 90 college and university campuses will test the self-assessment tool, 
called Sustainability Tracking, Assessment, and Rating System (STARS). 

Throughout 2008, they will provide feedback to AASHE and inform STARS version 1.0, planned for release in spring 
2009. The 90-plus participating campuses were selected to represent a range of institutional types, sizes, and geography. 
They include public and private schools, community colleges and research universities. 

STARS is designed to: 

• Help gauge the progress of colleges and universities toward sustainability in all sectors, from governance and opera-
tions to academics and community engagement     

• Enable meaningful comparisons across institutions as well as benchmarking within institutions 
• Create incentives for continuous improvement toward sustainability 

• Facilitate information sharing about sustainability practices and performance in higher education 

• Build a stronger, more diverse campus sustainability community. 
 
Given the rapid growth of sustainability initiatives at colleges and universities,                                                                          
measuring and assessing progress toward sustainability goals has become                                                                                           
increasingly important. While many institutions have undertaken sustainability                                                                               
assessments and a variety of assessment tools are available, no system exists that                                                                              
translates disparate sustainability indicators into one metric that enables both                                                                                         
institutional benchmarking and easier comparison across a large number of campuses for overall achievement. 

The system is similar to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design 
rating system, but organizations can apply STARS to an entire campus, rather than one building or a set of buildings, and it 
evaluates social responsibility and environmental stewardship.  

Using STARS, campuses can earn credits in three categories: curriculum and research; operations; and administration and 
finance. Within each category are subsections of credits, ranging from purchasing and buildings in the operations category 
to investment and planning in the administration and finance category. 
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How to Find a Clean and Healthy Hospital 
As part of a joint outreach to convey the vital role of cleaning in protecting public health, the International Executive 
Housekeepers Association (IEHA) and The Housekeeping Channel (HC) are researching, developing and promoting a          
series of press briefs which will be distributed nationally via wire service.   The first in the series is: “How to Find a Clean 
and Healthy Hospital”, which offers five steps to help the consumer identify clean hospitals. These include: 

1.    Find out if the hospital has achieved and maintained CIMS certification. A good cleaning team doesn’t fly by the seat 
of its pants, and CIMS certification is an easy-to-spot flag for serious, disciplined cleaning. CIMS stands for the Cleaning 
Industry Management Standard, and it means a third party observer has already asked tough questions, looked for and found 
built-in assurances of quality cleaning — like a written work plan, a time budget that helps ensure all rooms get the              
attention they need, and a system of inspection that verifies a job well done.  Putting plans such as these into place greatly 
reduces the chances that the war against germs will be lost for the want of a small sanitizing procedure – or for the lack of a 
well-trained employee. If the hospital has hired an outside business to take care of the facility, then check that company for 
certification. An organization must reapply for CIMS every two years – this helps prevent slippage into bad habits. 
 
2.    Beginning in March 2008, hospitals that receive financial reimbursement from Medicare or Medicaid will be using the 
HCAHPS survey.  HCAHPS stands for Hospital Consumer Assessment of Healthcare Providers and Systems. In the             
summer of 2002, the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) asked the Agency for Healthcare Research and 
Quality (AHRQ) to develop an instrument to measure patient perceptions of care. This measurement would be used to            
publicly report hospital performance (quality of care as perceived by patients). The goal of this public reporting instrument, 
as stated by CMS, is to provide consumers with information that might be helpful in choosing a hospital.  Notice that 
cleanliness is one of the publicly reported questions asked of former patients.  The first public reporting of HCAHPS results 
will occur in March 2008. Hospital results for patients discharged between October 2006 and June 2007 will be displayed 
on the Hospital Compare Web site. 
 
3.    Get a copy of the cleaning instructions for the area of the hospital you plan to occupy. These indicate exactly what an 
employee is trained to do there, and the hospital or cleaning contractor ought to have these clearly outlined, whether you’ll 
be visiting a surgical suite or the birthing center. Ask them to fax or e-mail them to you. Remember that as a patient you are 
paying for a service and you have a right to know what quality you are getting, or as a medical professional, you can choose 
to look for a different work environment if you are not satisfied. Once you have received the list of cleaning procedures, 
look for:                                                                                                                                                                                                         

• Who is responsible for checking the quality of cleaning?  
• Ask for a Housekeeping Room Inspection form that details what the inspector looks for. 
• What is the policy for disinfecting “high-touch” surfaces in the room such as the bedrails,                                                  

telephone, computer keyboard, faucet handles, toilet, etc.? 
• What is nursing’s role in maintaining the rooms' appearance and cleanliness during your stay? 
• Do they have a policy for making hand sanitizer available in the patient’s room?  
• What is the practice for disinfecting items before reuse (such as bedside commodes, walkers,                                                            

IV poles, stethoscopes, blood pressure cuffs)? 
 
4.    Ask for a tour.  When you walk through the hospital, be observant.  Does it smell clean or are there 
malodors such as urine or feces?  If there are carpeted corridors, are they spot and stain-free?  They may 
not take you through ICU, but particularly the labor and delivery wing may offer established tours to demonstrate the clean 
and homey atmosphere. While you are there, ask how often cleaning crews come through and what kind of cleaning is stan-
dard while a patient is checked into a room. Find out what hand-washing policies the doctors and orderlies observe. And 
take a look around. It is possible for areas to look clean when they are not, but if dirt or grime is visible on frequently 
touched surfaces, invisible dirt is likely right behind it, before it and beside it. 
 
5.    After you check in: You or a family member need to be aware of some very key elements of your care to help ensure 
you don’t acquire a serious disease such as VRE, MRSA or C-diff (Clostridium difficile): 
 
• Every person who lays hands on you should wash their hands or use a alcohol-based hand sanitizer before touching or 

examining you.  If they walk into the room with gloves on, have them remove them and go through the hand washing/
sanitizing and re-gloving.   

•  Have the caregiver (including the doctor) sanitize their stethoscope before examining you. 

•  If you are placed in an area where there are posted isolation rooms, watch the traffic in and out of the room.  Are peo-
ple donning the proper personal protective equipment (PPE) such as gowns and masks?  Do healthcare workers come 
out of the room wearing the PPE, then go into a different patient’s room without changing?  Is proper hand washing or 
sanitizing happening? 
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Survey: Cleaning Product Safety 
More than eight out of 10 Americans recognize that the cleaning products they buy are safe when used as directed,                       
according to a survey for The Soap and Detergent Association (SDA). 
 
Among 1,013 adults surveyed for SDA by International Communications Research (ICR), a strong majority believe the 
cleaning products they use are “very safe” (27%) or “safe” (58%) when used as directed. 
 
“The proper and safe use of cleaning products is as important as their effectiveness,” 
said Nancy Bock, SDA Vice President of Education.  “We strongly encourage                    
consumers to read the cleaning product label, use it properly and safely, and to store it 
securely.” 
 
Bock, who has served as the Chair of the National Poison Prevention Week Council 
the past three years, offered a checklist of chemical safety tips. 

• Install child-safety locks on cabinets that house cleaning supplies, medicines, cos-
metics, chemicals and other poisons.  Never assume a cabinet is too high for a 
curious, climbing toddler. 

• Keep all household products in their original packages.  Packaging includes useful first-aid information in the event of 
accidental exposure or ingestion.  If you purchase these products in bulk quantities, buy a smaller size of the same prod-
uct and use this container for refills. 

• Use child-resistant packaging properly by closing the container securely after each use.  Remember, however, that this 
type of packaging is “child-resistant,” not “child-proof.”  It’s not a substitute for keeping products securely out of reach 
of young children. 

• Read and follow the product-label directions.  Pay particular attention to products whose labels include the words 
“Caution,” “Warning,” “Danger” or “Poison.” 

• Take out only the amount of cleaning product needed for the job at hand.  Store the rest away securely so there’s no 
chance that small explorers will get their hands on it. 

• Don’t mix household cleaning products. This could release harmful vapors or cause other chemical reactions that can 
have dangerous results. 

• Don’t leave cleaning buckets unattended. Even those with a small amount of liquid pose a danger to “top-heavy” tod-
dlers if the child falls into a bucket,  

• Immediately clean up any spillage.  Quickly and safely dispose of rags, paper towels, etc., that you have used for 
cleanup. 

• Avoid distractions or interruptions when children are present during cleaning.  If you answer the door, take the child 
with you.  If the phone rings, let the answering machine do its job. 

•  Know where to call for help. Post the Poison Control Center phone number (1-800-222-1222), along with other emer-
gency numbers, by every land phone in your home and enter them into your cell phone’s address book. 

•  
National Poison Prevention Week takes place March 16-22, 2008.  Visit SDA’s website for more information on the 
safe, proper and beneficial use of cleaning products, at www.cleaning101.com/health. 


