
Newsletter Date 02/01/08 , Issue 40 

MyersSupply.com 

 M y e r s  S u p p l y  
9 0 0  A r c h  S t .  L i t t l e  R o c k ,  A R  7 2 2 0 2  

5 0 1 -3 7 2 -6677 
8 3 1  T h i r d  S t .  H o t  S p r i n g s ,  A R  7 1 9 1 3 

5 0 1 -6 2 3 -7742 
www.MyersSupply . com  

 What's New Newsletter?   
Green Seal Dilution Control Chemicals 

Myers Chemical & Supplies 
Get more product info at: www.MyersSupply.com 

Did You Know? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Did you know that a recent                      
study  by researchers at the                         

University  of Arizona found  
that classrooms are some of the  
most  germ-filled public places,  
and that being an  elementary  
school teacher is the germiest  

office job one can have? 
 

The bacteria and viruses that               
cause illnesses such as influenza,   

norovirus, and rotovirus have  
been found on many common  
items in an elementary-school                            
classroom, including desktops,                   

pencil sharpeners, and  
computers.  

 
Encourage your children to  

wash  their hands frequently,  
especially  before eating lunch  

or snacks,  to decrease the  
chances of  contracting  

an infection.  
 

According to a study conducted         
by researchers at the University of 

Arizona, a teacher's desk  
averaged 17,800 bacteria  

per square inch. 

We strongly believe in closed loop dilution control systems for the advantages it 
contributes to human and environmental safety and impact, as well as the signifi-
cant savings in product costs it offers as compared to 'free pour'. We offer many 
dispenser options so end-users can have the system optimal for them.  

 
 Simple Solution E.logical Green Seal #Go2 Super Concentrate 
 
This versatile, highly concentrated multi-purpose cleaner contains 
stabilized Hydrogen peroxide and natural citrus solvents to provide 
highly effective cleaning for many surfaces including glass, restroom 
fixtures, tile and grout, counters, floors, and carpets. The Hydrogen 
peroxide formulation in #Go2 also aids in brightening grout,              
enhancing the appearance of tiled surfaces.  

 
Simple Solution E.logical Green Seal #42 Super Concentrate 
 
#42 Bathroom Cleaner is formulated to be non-toxic, phosphate free, 
biodegradable, nonflammable, without dye, and to have no hazard-
ous ingredients*. E.logical products are formulated to minimize the 
impact on the environment, reduce the risk to human health, and at 
the same time improve worker safety.  

 
Simple Solution E.logical Green Seal #62 Super Concentrate 
 
Non-solvent, non-corrosive and non-flammable cleaner and           
degreaser. Easily loosens oils, grease and other soils for full suspen-
sion and removal from a variety of surfaces. Mild pH, safe to use  
on most water safe surfaces. Can be diluted for all cleaning tasks.  

Arkansas Green Guide 
 
The Arkansas Green Guide is a resource directory making available green products, 
services, events, and education to all Arkansans.  The Guide list all the Arkansas -
based companies or organizations that provide the following:  

• eco-friendly products 

• sustainable services 

• environmental events/festivals  
• eco-friendly organizations/resources 
 
The Arkansas Green Guide is intended to help   
Arkansans discover resources that will enable          

eco-friendly actions rather than to highlight a company's own sustainable best  
management practices.  More Information at www.arkansasgreenguide.com 
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Reports demonstrate that CA-MRSA can spread by direct person-to-person contact or directly via transient carriage on 
hands and body parts of athletes and children. Contaminated environmental surfaces such as artificial turf, locker rooms, 
athletic equipment, tattoo equipment, and playground equipment, which come in contact with the athlete, client, em-
ployee, or child, become the catalyst for broad community acquired outbreaks of the potentially deadly strain of staph. 
The indiscriminant pathogen has affected dozens of professional athletes and crippled franchises while literally killing 
children unable to fight off the infection.  
 
Previously, MRSA had only attacked the immuno-compromised. The USA 300 and 400 strains of CA-MRSA have 
evolved to community acquired levels that attack the healthiest of children and professional athletes making it very  
different than the traditional strain of MRSA that affects the immuno-compromised. CA-MRSA USA 300 & 400 is most 
commonly associated with the injuries, sickness, amputation, and death of athletes ravaged by CA-MRSA. It is clear then, 
that the importance of an antibiotic resistant disinfection program with proven efficacy against CA-MRSA is paramount. 
 
Punctuating a nearly two year Research & Development process in collaboration with the international community’s  
largest life science companies, Stepan Company of  Northfield, Illinois successfully cultured, created test protocol, passed 
corroborative testing, and received EPA registration for kill claims efficacy against CA-MRSA USA 300 and 400 strains 
on a novel variety of significant environmental surfaces including; 
 
• Artificial turf 
• Head gear  
• Sports equipment 
• Locker rooms  
• Whirlpools 
• Exercise, gymnastic, and wrestling mats 
• Outdoor play equipment 
•  
…in these high risk facilities combating CA-MRSA; 
 
• Sports venues 
• Schools 
• Stadiums  
• Recreational facilities 
• Physical therapy facilities 
• Military bases 
 
Energizer Q Disinfectant with CA-MRSA kill claims is available now from Myers Supply & Chemical.  
 
Energizer Q Disinfectant is one of the first formula to ever carry CA-MRSA kill claims on hard surfaces including         
artificial turf.  Energizer Q Disinfectant combines the activity of quatenary with powerful cleaning agents, buffered to a 
neutral pH for one step cleaning and disinfection.  
 
It provides broad spectrum effectiveness against gram-positive and gram-negative bacteria including COMMUNITY  
ACQUIRED-METHICILLIN RESISTANT STAPHYLOCOCCUS AUREAS (CA-MRSA) and VANCOMYCIN          
RESISTANT ENTEROCOCCUS (VRE) strains, viruses (including HIV-1, HBV and HCV) as well as pathogenic fungi 
(including T.mentagropytes the athlete's foot fungus). Highly concentrated 1oz to gal of water.  
 
Use on artificial turf, sports equipment, locker rooms, tanning equipment, whirlpools/tubs, sports floors/courts, exercise 
equipment, helmets and sports gear, playground equipment, moonwalks, slides, head gear, child care facilities, veterinary 
clinics, training camps, tattoo parlors. Kills CA-MRSA, VRE,VISA, HIV-1, HBV, HCV, Avian Influenza A Virus,         
Human Corona Virus, SARS Associated Corona Virus, C.diff, and much more.  

New Energizer Q CA-MRSA Claim  
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We hear a lot about Green “Certified” Products.  
What does this mean, who and how are products certified? 

 

There are two major and universally recognized Green certification organizations in North America:  

Green Seal® and The EcoLogo™ 

(Environmental Choice) Program. These third party, independent organizations have similar criteria, which must be met           
by independent, third party laboratories. Regardless of Criteria, for a product to be Certified, in most case it means that the 
product: 

• Has a reduced impact on the environment and is proven safer for people (product users, building occupants, and                
visitors) when compared to similar products used for the same or similar purpose 

• Depending upon the criteria, the product is or has ingredients that are rapid-biodegradable and non-toxic 

• Performs as well as, if not better than, a comparable non-Green product 
• Does not include (or has considerably fewer) harmful ingredients, such as Volatile Organic Compounds (VOCs),              

carcinogens, endocrine disruptors, which can harm glands, hormones, and many body functions 
• Does not contain hazardous by-products 

• Is packaged in recyclable materials  
• Meets all safety standards for use of the product 

• And much more  
 

The Process 
 
For a product to be certified by Green Seal or EcoLogo, it must undergo a rather extensive testing, 
evaluating, and verification procedure. The manufacturer must inform the certifying organization 
why the product should be certified and in which product category the product belongs. Different 
categories, such as floor care products, general cleaners, hand soaps, and other products have            
different criteria that must be met. 
 
Once accepted, most certifying organizations do not perform the actual testing and evaluation of the product. Instead, the 
manufacturer is provided a list of accredited laboratories that verify the product’s potential effects on the environment,           
such as rate of biodegradation, aquatic toxicity, skin sensitization, etc.  
 
The certification organization requires the complete formula and a MSDS for every ingredient in the formula. They need 
from the manufacture the independent lab reports that verify the product meets or exceeds all their specific Green criteria    
for that product. 
 
The manufacturer submits these reports along with any related materials for review. If the product passes the initial tests  
and analysis, the certifying organization involved usually conducts a site audit to confirm that the information provided by 
the laboratory is accurate, as well as inspect the production facility to verify that it meets specific ISO and quality control 
standards. 
 
If the audit and all other inspections and evaluations prove satisfactory, the product is Green             
certified. However, it must be noted, certification is only for a set period. The product must be                 
verified annually that is still meets the criteria.  
 
In addition, changes to criteria are made every 2 to 3 years and then the product must be evaluated 
and proven to meet the new, more stringent criteria. In addition, if the manufacturer changes the 
formula in any way, the product must be proven to be as safe as the previous formula.  
 

 
If you require the specific criteria by product category, go to www.environmentalchoice.com or www.greenseal.org 
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 LEED-EB Revision Wins Approval 
According to Steve Ashkin, the U.S. Green Building Council has announced that the 
revisions to LEED -EB have been     approved by an overwhelming majority. 
 

According to Doug Gatlin, Vice President for Market Development at the USGBC (who was until recently the LEED-EB 
program manager) "It passed member ballot with flying colors. In fact, we received over 2,110 votes in all. Quorum              
requirements were for 1200! In addition to this, 98 percent of all votes were positive. This is a very high number of 'yes' 
votes, so we can take this as a strong endorsement from the membership." 
 
The revision of LEED for Existing Buildings means good news for the cleaning industry. In the new version, green cleaning 
is now a prerequisite, which means everyone going after LEED certification must do green cleaning which should further 
accelerate demand for green products and services. 
 
Steve comments that he is especially pleased that the Core Committee has introduced a new credit worth up to two (2) 
points for conducting a "custodial effectiveness audit" which for the first time will reward facilities who do superior clean-
ing and will create an incentive for others to improve. He encourages that you please take just a minute to think about the 
potential meaning of this — while more effective cleaning should result in healthier buildings, think about what happens to 
your business if building owners demand more cleaning! This is truly a win-win for building owners and their occupants, 
the cleaning industry and the environment. 
 
Other important changes include: 
 
• Slightly changing the name to LEED for Existing Buildings: Operations & Maintenance as a way to clarify how this 

Rating System is to be used. 
• Clarifying that green cleaning requires "effective" cleaning as opposed to just switching to a few green products. 
• Adding Environmental Choice as an additional option to Green Seal for "certified" products to make compliance                  

even easier. 
• Reorganizing the credits to make finding all of the green cleaning credits simpler.  
• Including language that requires the development of a program to encourage hand washing. 
• Clarifying language on equipment requirements and adding some additional language for CRI certified products. 
• Adding language that allows janitorial paper products derived from rapidly renewable resources or made from tree-free 

fibers in addition to those made with recycled content. 
 

USGBC Publishes Catalog of LEED Innovation & Design Points 
Building project teams pursuing certification under the U.S. Green Building Council's (USGBC) LEED® (Leadership in 
Energy & Environmental Design) Green Building Rating System now have the opportunity to view the Innovation &        
Design Credit Catalog — a listing of proven green building strategies that have been submitted and utilized by LEED              
Certified projects.  
 
Building projects earn Innovation & Design LEED credits by demonstrating quantifiable environmental 
benefits through new strategies and techniques not specifically specified in the LEED Rating System 
— innovative strategies and techniques that go above and beyond.  Points, or credits, are awarded to 
projects that develop innovative solutions, employ new technologies and educate or demonstrate          
commendable performance.  When submitting an Innovation & Design credit, projects must outline the 
proposed innovative credit intent, requirements for compliance, and a summary of potential approaches 
that meet the requirements.  
 
"The Innovation & Design credit category inspires new ideas and solutions that yield environmental benefits," said Brendan 
Owens, Vice President of LEED Technical Development, U.S. Green Building Council. "By publishing the catalog of          
credits online, we hope to inspire further breakthroughs in the green building industry." 
 
The LEED Rating System is the USGBC's voluntary building certification program that defines high-performance green 
buildings, which are more environmentally responsible, healthier, and more profitable structures. LEED addresses a variety 
of buildings and building project types through individualized systems, including: new construction, existing buildings, 
commercial interiors, core & shell, homes and neighborhood development. 
 

To view the Innovation & Design Credit Catalog http://www.usgbc.org/ShowFile.aspx?DocumentID=3569 
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Study: PPE Compliance Tops Workplace Concern 

For the second year in a row, a survey of safety professionals has found that noncompliance with personal protective equip-
ment (PPE) protocols continues to be an issue in the workplace. Eighty-seven percent of respondents said they had observed 
workers failing to wear PPE when they should have been, according to a survey of attendees at the 2007 National Safety 
Council (NSC) Congress. Eighty-five percent of safety professionals answered yes to the same question in a survey under-
taken at the 2006 NSC Congress. 

Despite the undisputed need for PPE when undertaking hazardous tasks, 
people continue to risk bodily harm by failing to protect themselves. In this 
survey, we not only asked why people did not comply with PPE protocols, 
but what could be done to alter these behaviors.” 

The main “why” was “uncomfortable” PPE, according to 62 percent of   
respondents who had observed noncompliance in the workplace.  This was 
followed by:  workers thinking PPE was not necessary for the task, PPE was 
“too hot,” PPE fits poorly, or was “unattractive looking.” So it’s not          
surprising that when asked “what” could be improved about the PPE they 
were currently purchasing, three quarters of survey respondents said they 
would make it “more comfortable.”  Safety professionals also gave the nod 
to more fashionable PPE.  Eighty-four percent said that they would be more 
apt to purchase fashionable and attractive PPE if workers would be more 
likely to wear it and the price was comparable to what they were currently 
paying for similar products.  
  
Off-the-Job Safety Programs  
At a time when workplace deaths are on the decline but injuries and deaths in the home have risen, 59 percent of safety  
professionals said they had programs in place to promote at-home safety.  Another 28 percent said they had plans to create 
this type of program in the future. Of those with existing safety programs, 68 percent said the offerings consisted of training 
programs or providing training materials on off-the-job or at-home safety.  Forty-four percent said they encouraged employ-
ees to take home company-provided PPE and 16 percent said they have incentive programs for staying safe off-the-job as 
well as on.  Ten percent said they allow employees to borrow high-priced safety equipment, such as gas detection               
equipment, for home use. 
  
Green Issues Take Center Stage 
The survey also explored the effect of environmental considerations on purchasing PPE and other personal safety products. 
Here, the verdict was nearly unanimous.  Ninety-four percent of respondents said environmental considerations and        
reducing the impact on the environment were important to them.  Sixty-four percent ranked these as “very important,”  
while 20 percent described them as “somewhat important.”  Ten percent said environmental factors were “increasingly  
important now,” as compared to a few years ago. 

When it comes to green purchases, the top consideration was buying products made with recycled materials. Next was the 
ability to reuse or recycle products after use.  Source-reduced products and packaging and a manufacturer’s overall commit-
ment to the environment were nearly tied for third place. These were followed by: 
• Purchasing from one supplier to reduce energy costs resulting from the transport of supplies from different sources. 
• Products that are shipped in biodegradable packages with as little packaging material as possible.  
• Products manufactured in a “carbon neutral” facility. 
 
The survey also addressed another environmental issue, by asking respondents to choose between two types of industrial 
wiping products: A recycled cloth towel that is laundered and reused, releasing chemicals and metal contaminants in the 
wastewater of industrial laundries.  Or a disposable paper or paper/polymer wiping product that is discarded into a landfill 
after use.  Fifty-six percent said they would choose the disposable wiper.  Twenty-seven percent selected the laundered 
towel.  Seventeen percent said they did not know which product they would pick. 
  
Health and Safety Concerns  
Respondents were also asked whether they were concerned about the potential health and safety issues faced by their work-
ers as a result of exposure to oil, grease, heavy metal residues or other toxic elements on re-usable rental shop tow-
els.  Nearly three-quarters voiced concern, with 44 percent of these respondents saying they were “very con-
cerned.”  Twenty-three percent said they were not concerned. 
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EPA on Disinfectants  
 Antimicrobial pesticides are substances or mixtures of substances used to destroy or suppress the growth of harmful         
microorganisms such as bacteria, viruses, or fungi on inanimate objects and surfaces. Antimicrobial products contain about 
275 different active ingredients and are marketed in several formulations: sprays, liquids, concentrated powders, and gases. 
Today, approximately one billion dollars each year are spent on a variety of different types of antimicrobial products. More 
than 5,000 antimicrobial products are currently registered with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and sold 
in the marketplace. Nearly 60% of antimicrobial products are registered to control infectious microorganisms in hospitals 
and other health care environments. 
 
Antimicrobial pesticides have two major uses: 
 
1) Disinfect, sanitize, reduce, or mitigate growth or development of microbiological organisms; 
2) Protect inanimate objects (for example floors and walls), industrial processes or systems, surfaces, water, or other chemi-
cal substances from contamination, fouling, or deterioration caused by bacteria, viruses, fungi, protozoa, algae, or slime. 
 
This category does not include certain pesticides intended for food use but does encompass pesticides with a wide array of 
other uses. For example, antimicrobial pesticides act as preserving agents in paints, metalworking 
fluids, wood supports, and many other products to prevent their deterioration. 

 Some examples of antimicrobial pesticide chemicals can be found in the Antimicrobial Chemical 
Indexes, which are available on the EPA Pesticide Web site at http://www.epa.gov/oppad001/
chemregindex.htm. 
 
Types of Antimicrobial Products  
 
Antimicrobial products are divided into two categories based on the type of microbial pest against which the product works: 

• Non-public health products are used to control growth of algae, odor-causing bacteria, bacteria which cause spoilage, 
deterioration or fouling of materials and microorganisms infectious only to animals. This general category includes 
products used in cooling towers, jet fuel, paints, and treatments for textile and paper products. 

• Public health products are intended to control microorganisms infectious to humans in any inanimate environment. 
 
The more commonly used public health antimicrobial products include the following: 

• Sterilizers (Sporicides) - Used to destroy or eliminate all forms of microbial life including fungi, viruses, and all forms 
of bacteria and their spores. Spores are considered to be the most difficult form of microorganism to destroy. Therefore, 
EPA considers the term Sporicide to be synonymous with "Sterilizer." Sterilization is critical to infection control and is 
widely used in hospitals on medical and surgical instruments and equipment. Types of sterilizers include steam under 
pressure (autoclaving), dry heat ovens, low temperature gas (ethylene oxide), and liquid chemical sterilants. Gaseous 
and dry heat sterilizers are used primarily for sterilization of medical instruments. Liquid sterilants are primarily used 
for delicate instruments which cannot withstand high temperature and gases. 

• Disinfectants - Used on hard inanimate surfaces and objects to destroy or irreversibly inactivate infectious fungi and 
bacteria but not necessarily their spores. Disinfectant products are divided into two major types: hospital and general 
use. Hospital type disinfectants are the most critical to infection control and are used on medical and dental instruments, 
floors, walls, bed linens, toilet seats, and other surfaces. General disinfectants are the major source of products used in 
households, swimming pools, and water purifiers. 

• Sanitizers - Used to reduce, but not necessarily eliminate, microorganisms from the inanimate environment to levels 
considered safe as determined by public health codes or regulations. Sanitizers include food contact and non-food con-
tact products. Sanitizing rinses for surfaces such as dishes and cooking utensils, as well as equipment and utensils found 
in dairies, food-processing plants, and eating and drinking establishments comprise the food contact Sanitizers. These 
products are important because they are used on sites where consumable food products are placed and stored. Non-food 
contact surface sanitizers include carpet sanitizers, air sanitizers, laundry additives, and in-tank toilet bowl sanitizers. 

• Antiseptics and Germicides - Used to prevent inflection and decay by inhibiting the growth of microorganisms. Be-
cause these products are used in or on living humans or animals, they are considered drugs and are thus approved and 
regulated by the Food and Drug Administration (FDA). 

By EPA 


